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Pelayo, no doubt, was but a robber chieftain, a petty
mountain prince, and the legends of his royal descent are of
later date, and of obviously spurious manufacture; but Pelayo
needs no tinsel to adorn his crown. He was the founder of the
Spanish monarchy. His successor Favila was no hero, but a
royal sportsman, whose hands, like those of Gratian, were
stained only with the blood of animals,1 and who was in-
gloriously killed by a bear when hunting near Covadonga.
After his brief reign of only two years, Favila was succeeded
in 739, not by his son, but by his brother-in-law Alfonso, who
had married Hermesinda} a daughter of Pelayo, and had been
named by the elder king as his successor in case of the death
of Favila.2

Alfonso, in 742, felt himself already strong enough to
assume the offensive against the Moslems, and crossing over
the mountains that divide the Asturias from Gallicia, he made
himself master of Lugo, Orense, Tuy, Braga, Chaves, and other
cities of the north-west, now included in the kingdom of Portu-
gal.3 Emboldened by the success of his arms, he further
extended his operations to the south and east, and ravaged
many towns and cities, which the weakness of his forces did not
permit him to hold, and the smallness of his population did not
enable him to occupy. It would seem probable, moreover, that
until a national and patriotic spirit was aroused in new Spain,
the Christians as well as the Moslems preferred, in many cases,
the rule of the Moor to that of the Asturian. Constant forays
were the fashion of the day, and Ledesma, Salamanca, Zamora,
Astorga, Leon, Simancas, Avila, Segovia, and many less impor-
tant towns are said to have been harried and sacked by militant
Christians. The peaceful inhabitants of both religions must
have slept more soundly to the south of the Tagus, than within
striking distance of the king at Cangas.

from Villanueva, on the high road from Oviedo to Santander, and was adopted by
Pelayo as his capital, and so continued, until it was abandoned for the more
important town of Oviedo. Ford (1878), p. 224.

1 There is a quaint representation of the king's inglorious death over the
doorway of the church of San Pedro at Villanueva, said to have been founded by
Alfonso I. in 750.

2Lafuente, iii., 74, note

s It must be remembered that the northern boundary of the modern kingdom
of Portugal is the Minho; while that of the old province of Lusitania was the
Douro, sixty miles further to the south. But if Lusitania was shorter\ it was also
broader than modern Portugal; its eastern boundary extended beyond the cities of
Salamanca and Avila, and reached almost as far as Segovia.